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"PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 13, 1864. [Vot. XI.—No. 7. 


| 4th day. In the morning I found my patients 

DEPARTMENT. | decidedly worse and complaining bitterly about 
| these ‘‘infernal wires,’’ as they called them; well- 

. P | marked symptoms of fever were present, and the 
Communications. jmen also showed marked febrile irritation. I 
{therefore determined to abandon the splints and 
/apply something better, and the following will 
explain the treatment that I resorted to after re- 


ORIGINAL 


GUN SHOT FRACTURE OF THE THIGH. 


Report of six cases treated by the “‘ Anterior 3 ; eee . 
Splint” of Professor Smith, of Baltimore. Moving the Anterior Splints. The wounds being 


Failure and treatment by extension and the well washed I then made a careful examination of 
Starch Bandage. them and found in all the cases, with one excep- 
By Georce M. Warp, M. D., tion, that the pus had gravitated to the back part 

: Of Philadelphia. of the thigh. I found, also, in four of the men, 

After the battle of Antietam, last September a that the upper fragments of the femur had been 
year ago, I had under my care thirteen cases of drawn upward and inward by the action of the 
Compound Fracture of the Femur, and having pectinens and adductor muscles, I therefore 
heard of ‘“‘Smith’s Anterior Splint,’’ I deter-| brought the bones in position by making exten- 
mined to apply several of them to these patients, ‘sion, and applied the following dressing: I 
inorder to test their utility. I therefore selected | selected two strips of adhesive plaster of sufficient 
six of the most favorable cases and applied the length to extend from the head of the tibia to the 
splints according to the rules prescribed by their malleolus, two and a half inches wide on either 
inventor, and in all the cases noted the following | side. To one end of these strips a piece of tape, 
results : | about two feet long was attached, when the strips 
Ist day. The men felt more comfortable and | were applied on either side of the leg, the tape 
slept well. ‘end being at the ankle. After the wide strips had 
2d day. On making my morning visit (8 A.M.) | been applied smaller ones were wound spirally 
they complained of severe pain over the tuber- around the limb from the ankle to the head of the 
osity of the ischium, Fearing bed-sores, I now | tibia, the small straps binding the large ones 
had made for each man a ring-cushion, which was | tightly to the leg. The tape ends were now tied 
placed in the proper position and the wounds together and a cord attached to the loop thus 
dressed with cold water. Of the following prescrip- |‘made long enough to pass to the foot of the bed 
tion of Tine. ferri. chlor. f3ss., Quinie sulph. gr. | and over a pulley, when its end was attached to a 
xxxij., Aque f3ij., 1 directed to be given to each | stone of moderate weight near the floor, this being 
man a tea-spoonful three times daily, and the most done for the purpose of extension, the body being 
nutritious diet that the hospital could afford. | the counter-extension. In order to overcome the 
When I made my evening visit the men were | action of the pectineus and adductor muscles, and 
exhausted and complained of a sharp, cutting | keep the thigh perfectly straight, I applied a 
pain over the lower part of the upper third of the | starch bandage from the knee to the hip. In this, 
thigh, A tumbler of milk punch was then ordered | and directly over the wounds I made a U shaped 
to be given four times daily in conjunction with opening, so that I could with convenience apply 
the diet and medicine ordered for the day pre- my subsequent dressings, and also have a good 
vious; a } gr. of Sulphate of morphia was also | support for the limb. The diet given was the 
ordered to be given at ‘‘Taps,’’ to promote sleep. | same as before with the use of morphia sulph. at 
3d day. At my morning visit the men felt no | night if there was pain present. This, with a laxa- 
better ; they still complaind of severe pain, and | tive or a dose of opium to keep the bowels regular, 
tymptoms of fever were present; the same treat- | was all that was done, the wounds being dressed 
Ment was, therefore, continued on this day that | twice daily with cold water. Under this treatment 
Was prescribed for the preceding one, it being my | four of the men entirely recovered without the 
determination to give the splints a fair trial. | usual deformity of shortening. Of the advantages 





96 
claimed for the Anterior. Splint by its inventor, I 
have nothing to say, but the following are the 
great disadvantages that I had to contend with: 
1st. No matter how carefully applied some of 
the turns of the bandage will bind the limb more 
or less tightly than the others, there will there- 
fore be excoriation of the skin. 
2d. Inability to prevent the pus from gravitat- 


ing to the posterior part of the thigh, and also to | 


prevent the canting upward and inward of the 
upper fragment. 

3d. When the limb is suspended by one of the 
wire splints the pressure is limited to a compara- 
tively smaller space than when the limb lies in a 
natural position on the bed. Therefore a greater 
liability of excitation of the thigh. 

My opinion, from this slight experience is there- 
fore such, that I should not feel justified in apply- 
ing an Anterior Splint to a fellow-creature, believing 
the treatment by almost any other method prefer- 
able. That which I resorted to certainly answered 
better in my hands. 


eT 1. 


Medical Societies. 


Fifty-Seventh Annual Meeting of the Medical 
Society of the State of New York. 


The Society met pursuant to statute, in the City 
Hall, at 11 o’clock Tuesday morning, February 2d, 
1864, and was called to order by the President, Dr. 
Daniel P. Bissell, of Utica. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Dr. I. N Wyckoff. 

The President then delivered the opening address 
as follows: 

Gentlemen of the Sociedy:— 

It affords me sincere pleasure to welcome you here, to day, 
to aid in the orvanization aud business of the fifty-seventh 
ses-ion of the Medical Society of our State. Let us rende: 
thanks to God that while civil war and disorder have pre- 
vailed in our beloved country, He has continued to bless the 
labors of our profession, and has graciously spared so many 
of us to renew in this place our devotion to the cause of sci- 
ence and humanity. 

These annual reunions sre chiefly designed to elevate and 


improve medical art, and thus increase our means of relicv- 


ing illness and suffering. At the same time they afford us, 
representing the medical profession in all parts of the state, 
a pleasing occasion of cultivating those social relations and 


persoval friendships which will render our arduous labors 


eusier to ourselves and more valuable to the community. I re- 


joice that these important purposes have been so well ful- 
filled by our former meetings, and hope that the present may 


be most agreeable and profitable to all 


The first duty enjoined upon me as your presiding officer, 


by our by-laws, is to “‘ make a communication to the Society, 
setting forth the state and condition of the medical profession 


iu the State, with such suggestions in relation to its improve- | 


ment as shall be deemed appropriate.” 
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eer 


of pride that so large a number of our profession, including 


| many of its most eminent members, should have left the 
comforts of home and the conveniences of a lucrative prag. 

| tice to serve @he country in her hour of need. 

| The American Medical Association, after an interval of two 

| years, met at Chicago in June last. The successful renew 

| of its meetings, which perhaps should never have been gy. 
pended, is evidence that the medical profession, overlooking 
all political diiference, can unitedly pursue its noble ends 

; even in the bloody contest now rending our unhappy land. 

| Itis very desirable that this State should be suitably repre 

| sented in the next meeting of the National Association, to 
held in New York City, in June of this year. 

The United sta‘es Pharmacopeia, which was revised in 18%, 
has been published, and is now in the hands of the profs 
sion. It has been made to conform to the present advanced 
| state of medical knowledge, and is highly creditable to the 
| **Committee of Revision and Publication’? who performed 
| the necessary labor. 

A revised edition of the United States Disrensatory, whic 
has been long anticipated and greatly needed, is promised at 
an early day. The new and important remedies which have 
been added to the list of thera; eutic agents, and the improve 
ment in, pharmaceutic chem‘stry, render a new edition of 

| this work a necessity. 

| The creation of a suitable fund for prize essays is a matte 

| worthy of your consideration. A legacy of $500, bequeathed 
to the Society by the late Dr. Cas, has been devoted to this 
object, and the annual appropriation by the Society of a mode 
rate sum for the same purpose would, it is believed, excite 
useful emulation among our members, and perhaps excite » 
action in those counties of our State where no medical socie 
ties at present exist. This plan might also be expectedy 
elevate the character and increase the number of papers pub 

) lished in our transactions, 

In consequence, as it is believed, of the action taken by this 

} Society at its last annual session, the Legislature appropriate 
the sum of $200,000 in behalf of the sick and wounded velm- 
teers of our State. The amount of relief aiforded by this 

| timely aid, applied thr.ugh agents appointed by the Goven- 

| ment, is beyond estimation. Hundreds of our patriotic 

| dievs are alive to-day to bless the hands which extended 

| them this needed succor. What further action on your part 
in th's matter, may be necessary, is submitted to your judg 
ment, 

The high position accorded to this Society by the professi 
at large ; the value of its papers, embracing a wide range d 
medical science and practice, avd the inereasipg interes 
which is felt in its proceedings, especially as published in it 
transactions ; all these shouid excite us to renewed effort w 
promote the bonor and usefulness of our organization. 

It is with diffidence that I sugyest the propriety of askiy 
an amendment of the Jaw, aud so amending our by-laws # 
to provide for the election of two or more Vice Presidents ¢ 
the Society. It has repeatedly happened at our annual me 
inys that the Vice President was not in attendance, so thi 
when the President for any cause was absent from the chair 
there was no officer of the Society present to fill it. 

The gieater length of our proceedings, and the increased 
number of papers presented have, for several years pas 
added greatly to the labors of our Secretary and Committee 
Publication. These liberal members of our Society hav 
always performed their onerous duties gratuitously ; but! 
deem the question of compeusating them, in part at leas 
hereafter, worthy of consideration. It is desirable that 
published transactions should be as perfect as possible, bi 
typoyraphical errors have occasionally been noticed whit 
Were most vexing to the writers, and a blemish upon t 
volumes. The responsibility for this, under the present s 
tem, must rest chiefly with the contribuiors, rather than i 
committee, who should be paid for the labor and expen 
necessary to remedy the evil. 

| It only remains for me, at this time, to thank you fort 
honor conferred, in selecting me to preside over your deli 
rations, and to assure you that now and at all times, it shi 
be my most earnest endeavor to advance the interest and ™ 
fulness of the Medical Society of the State to the full exte 
of my feeble ability. 


| The President appointed Dr. Howard Townsend 


receiv 
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In no part of the civilized world does medical science depend | Dr. N. C. Husted, and Dr. 8. D. Willard, a Con 
80 Littie tor 1ts cultivation, or medical practice so little fur its mittee on Credentials. 
protection upon the government, as in this country. And yet Dr. B. P. Stag a fe rorestion 
i am proud to say that, self-sustained as it is, nowhere has or. B. P. Staats moved to refer the suggestid 
medicine earned for itself a nobler name or attained a higher made by the President in his address, to a c mmillé 
degree of usefulness, of three. Carried, and Drs. Staats, T. W. Blatchfon 
, bated —- —— ~ Nighy nr Sato —_ ar emu | and A. F. Doolittle, appointed such committee. 
ons to meet the demands which the advancing state of meui- | ale) es a ok am 
cal science and the increasing wants of students make upon | Dr. J.V.C obb mov ed that & committe = of a 
them. lyyienie and sanitary medicine are more perfectly appointed to invite medical members of the Le 
understood and taught than at any former time, and military | lature to attend the meetings of the Society. Agré 
surgery, to which our civil war has given a new importance, | to, and Drs. J. V. Cobb, A. M. Saunders, and Hira 
has become a prominent speciality. The results of a wisely | Corliss, were appointed such committee. 
“a peoved experi nce in these departments are now manifest | Dr. J. V. Cobb announced the death of Dr. 
n every army and hospital of the Government. | ; re . 
Our State has furnished to the army and navy sinee the | Blair, of Rome, and presented a memoir, which 
war begun, about one thousand surgeons. It is a just cause | referred to the publication committee. 
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Dr. Moses C. Hasbrouck, in behalf of the Rockland 
County Society, presented the Inaugural Address 
of the President of that Society. Referred to the 
publication comunittee. 

Dr. G. Furman presented the following papers 
from the New York County Medical Society : 

“On the true Indication for the Employment of 
Stimulants in Continued Fever,”? by Dr. 8. Hanbury 
Smith. 

“On the Action of Mercury upon the Liver,” by 
Dr. Jas. L. Brown, with a report thereon. 

“On the Therapeutical Properties of the Chloride 
of Ammonium, commonly called Muriate of Am- 
monia,” by Dr. J. R. Loaming. 

“On Spinal Irritation, or the causes which tend to 
Produce Back-acue in American Women,” by Dr. 
Chas. F. Taylor. 

“ Remarks on the Surgical Management of Mem- 
branous Croup,”’ by Dr. Lewis A. Sayre. 

“ Annual Report from the Society’s Committee on 
Diseases.”’ 

“Annual Report from the Society’s Committee on 
Meteorology.”’ 

Referred to the Publication Committee. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb presented a paper from the Kings | 
County Society, on Disinfectants, by Dr. A. N. Bell. 

Referred to Publication Committee. 

The President presented Dr. William McCollum, 
delegate from the Vermont Medical Society, and Dr. 
§. W. Butler, of Philadelphia, an honorary member, 
to the Society. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb presented a report of the Com- 
mittee on the revision of the United States Pharma- 
copeia. To be read at a future meeting. 

Dr. Thomas W. Blatchford from the Committee on | 
the “ Merrit Cash Prize,?? reported that they had 
received three papers on the subject presented, viz : 
“How complete is the protection of vaccination, and 
what are the dangers of communicating other dis- 
eases with the vaccinia,” and that they had awarded 
the prize to the one marked ** 101.” 

Tne Secretary opened the note accompanying the 
essay, and it was found to be the name of Dr. A. 
N. Bell. 

The Committee presented a competitive subject for | 
the coming year, viz: “* The Pathology and Treat- 
ment of Chronic Diarrhea, contracted in camps in 
malarious regions, illustrated by cases.?? Competi- 
tors to be citizens of this State, and to be handed in 
by the 15th of December. 

The Committee recommended that there be pub- 
lished with the successful essay, an appendix to a 
report of the Committee of the Sanitary Commission 
on “Signs of Successful Vaccination, and of Suc- 
cessful Re-vaccination.”’ 

The report of the Committee was accepted. 

Dr. B. P. Staats moved to strike out the recom- 
mendation of the Committee to confine competition 
to citizens of this State. Lost. 

The report and recommendations of the Committee 

therein contained, were then adopted. 
_ The President announced the following Nominat- 
ing Committee: Drs. Alden March, E. R. Squibb, E. 
H. Parker, E. Howard, J. V. Cobb, J. G. Orton, E. 
W. Bottum, and J. T. Williams. 

The Secretary announced an invitation from Dr. 
Alden March, to the members and delegates in atten- 
dance to visit his residence Tuesday evening. 

Also, an invitation from Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, 
to visit his residence Wednesday evening. The in- 
vitations were accepted. 

Dr. E. L. Lyman presented acommunication from 
the Chenango County Medical Society. Referred to 
Publication Committee. 

The Committee to invite the medical members of 
the Legislature to attend the meetings of the Society, 
— they had performed the duty assigned to 

em, 


Dr. 8. R. Percy, of New York, read a most 
interesting paper on the ‘ Food of Cities,” devoted 
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principally to an exposure of the “‘Swill Milk” 
abomination. Having devoted himself for six years 
past to an investigation of the subject, his state- 
ments were full of interest, and startling in the 
extreme. 

After discussion a motion to appoint a committee 
of three to request the Legislature to appoint a com- 
mittee to investigate the whole subject, was adopted, 
and Drs. Percy, Whitney, and Williams were ap- 
pointed such committee. 

Dr. Lewis A. Sayre read a paper on the Surgical 
Management of Croup. Referred. 

Dr. J. Towler read a paper entitled ‘* The Analysis 
of Blood-stains as a means of detecting crime.” 
Ref-rred. 

Dr. Bates presented a memoir of the late Dr. Robt. 
G. Frary. 

Recess to 3.15 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society reconvened at 3.15. 
The hour being assigned to Dr. Howard Townsend, 


| he read a paper entitled ‘‘ The Glycogenic Function 
| of the Liver,’? accompanying it with several inter- 


esting and satisfactory experiments. Referred. 

Prof. E. Seguin read a very interesting paper on 
Idiocy. Referred. 

Dr. J. H. Armsby read a paper on “‘Ligature of 
the Subclavian Artery.”’? Referred. 

Dr. J. V. P. Quackenbush, Treasurer, presented 
his annual report, showing the receipts of the year, 
including a balance on hand of $238.38, to have been 
$420.38; the expenditures to have been $102.67, 
leaving a balance on hand $317.71. Referred to a 
committee consisting of Drs. Dallas, Bates, and 
James Lee. 

The Censors of the Eastern District residing in 
Albany, reported that they had examined and recom- 
mended for diplomas the following named gentle- 
men: J. L. Maguire, Oneida county; J. M. Wafer, 
Canada; H. Dusenbury, Brooklyn; E. K. Cole, 
Putnam county ; J. Downs, Connecticut; P. Lawyer, 
Essex county ; W. Failey, Jefferson county ; 8. Oliver, 
Penn Yan; W. R. Burr, Boonville ; C. D. Burr, Lewis 
county. Accepted. 

The Secretary, Dr. 8. D. Willard, reported to the 
Society, the amount of money received the past two 
years, and presented several suggestions, which were 
considered of so much importance as to ensure their 
reference to tie committee having charge of the 
President’s address. 

Dr. Swinburne, from the committee appointed at 
the last annual meeting, to confer with the Governor 
as to the more ample means of relief for our sick 
and wounded soldiers, reported ‘the result of their 
labors to have been entirely satisfactory. Accepted 
and referred. 

Dr. L. Elsburg, read a paper **On the Means of 


| Diagnosis of Diseases of the Larynx,”? which was 


referred. 

Dr. G. Furman presented a resolution adopted by 
the New York County Medical Society relative to 
the propriety of advertising specialties in medical or 
other journals, and moved the subject be referred to 
special committee. Agreed to, and Drs. Brinsmade, 
H. Townsend, and Furman were appointed such 
committee. 

The Secretary presented the annual address of Dr. 
Howard Townsend, President of the Albany County 
Society. Referred. 

Dr. Swinburne presented to the Society, a case of 
Uterine Pregnanc , which was referred. 

Dr. H. 8. Downs read a paper “On the Mutually 
Antidotal qualities of Opium and Belladonna,” which 
was referred. 

The Secretary announced an invitation to the 
members of the Society from Gov. Seymour to visit 
him at his residence, Thursday evening. Accepted. 

T..e committee to examine the Treasurer’s report 
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and vouchers, reported that they had completed the 
examingion and found the same correct. Ac- 
cepted. 
Dr. J. H. Merritt read a paper by Dr. J. L. Brown 
*©On the action of Mercury on the Liver,”? which 
was referred. 
Adjourned until 10 o’clock Wednesday morning. 


| Medical Society. 


SECOND DAY. 


Prayer by Rev. Dr. PohIman. 

The Secretary announced that Dr. FI. F. Stevens, 
delegate from Vermont State Medical Society ; Dr. 
M. C. Edmans, delegate from the Connecticut River 
Valley Medical Association; and Dr, Henry L. Sabin, 
from the Massachusetts Staie Medical Association, 
were in attendance. 

Dr. Sabin responded to his introduction, briefly, 
and in a very happy manner. 

Dr. Josiah G. Beckwith, of the@onnecticut Medi- 
cal Society, was introduced and responded. 

Dr. Thomas N. Blatchford, one of the delegates 
from the Society to the Medical Socicty of New 
Jersey, presented his report, which was accepted, 

Dr. 8. D. Willard presented the following papers : 

“Mortality of the City of New York,’ by Dr. 
Cyrus Ramsey of N. Y. 

** Regimental Surgeons of the State of New York, 
in the War of the Rebellion,” from 1861 to 1864, by 
Dr. 8. D. Willard, Albany. 

“Memoir of Dr. Abijah G. Benedick,’? by Dr. 8. 
D. Willard. 

Officers of the Oswego County Medical Society. 

Communication from the Oneida County Medical 
Society, on the subject of ** Belladonna as an Anti- 
dote to Opium, after entering the circulation.” 

These papers were all referred. 

Dr. Gurdon Buck, of N. Y., presented a case of 
Extensive Destruction of the Face by Gangrene, suc- 
cessfully restored by several plastic operations. This 
subject of his operations was presented, and the 
statement of the case was listened to with the most 
marked attention, eliciting hearty plaudits. 

A resolution was adopted requesting Dr. Buck to 
furnish a history of the case for publication. 

Dr. S. D. Willard introduced to the Society Dr. 
Charles A. Tripler, late Medical Director of the Army 
of the Potomac. 

The Doctor was warmly received, and said he was 
happy to meet with the Society in this the Capitol of 
the Empire State. It afforded him peculiar pleasure 
to meet the distinguished gentlemen of the profession 
in attendance. He said he, too, was a New Yorker, 
was proud of his native State, and he wished it had 
as much reason to feel proud of him, as he had to 
feel proud of it. 

Dr. Chas. F. Taylor, of New York, read a very 
interesting paper entitled ** Spinal Ir. itation, or cause 
of Back-ache in American Women. Referred. 

Dr. William Manlius Smith, of Onondaga, read a 
report of two cases of Poisoning. Referred. 

Dr. Swinburne moved that one thousand copies of 
the paper of Dr. Samuel R. Perry, on ** The Food of 
Cities,’ be published for distribution among the 
members of the Legislature. Agreed to. 

Dr. Ordronaux brought the subject of vaccination 
before the Society, and called on Dr. Sayre to present 
his views. 

The Doctor responded briefly, and was listened to 
with marked attention. 

Dr. Corliss moved the appointment of a committee 
of three, to confer with the Legislature with refer- | 
ence to more perfect protection from small-pox. | 
Adopted, and Drs. Sayre, Ordronaux, and Corliss | 
appointed such committee. 

Dr. Saunders moved the same committee be in- | 
structed to memorialize Congress on the subject, and 
ask for the passage of a law to afford more perfect | 
protection from small pox in the District of Colum- { 
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bia, the different States in the Union, and the Army 
and Navy. Adopted. 
Reeess. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION, 


The Society re-convened at 3.15 Pp. M. 

Dr. Corliss presented the Inaugural Address of Dr, 
Chas. J. White, President of the Washington County 
Re ereed. 

Dr. Lee presented the following : 


UNIVERSITY OF BUFFALO, 
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. § 

On Motion of Prof. Chas. A. Lee, seconded by 
Prof. James P. White, it was ; 

Resolved, That the Medical Society of the State of New 
York be requested to appoint a committee to consider the ex. 
pediency of, and report, a plan for the appointment of a State 
Board of Examiners for the degree of Doctor of Medicine, and 
to report at the next meeting of the society. 

Resolved, That he same committee be instructed to bring 
tho subject before the next meeting of the American Medical 
Association, and that the delegates of this Society be in 
structed to urge the general adoption of the same plan in the 
other States of the Union. Carried unanimously. 

Tuomas 8. F. Rocuester, Sec'y, 

Sanrorp Eastman, Dean of the Faculty. 

Buffalo, Feb. 2, 4, 

After brief remarks by Dr. Butler, of Philadelphia, 
and Dr. B. P. Staats, on motion of the latter, the 
resolutions were adopted by the Society. 

Dr. E. R. Squibb presented the final report of the 
Committee on the subject of the revision of the 
United States Pharmacopoeia. 

Dr. Perey moved t :at the thanks of the Society be 
tendered to Dr. Squibb for the efficient manner in 
which he has discharged the laborious duties as 
signed to him; and that a copy of the resolution be 
transmitted to him by the oflicers of tite Society, 
Adopted. P 

Dr. John Swinburne read a highly interesting 
paper on * The treatment of compound fractures of 
the Thigh.”? Referred. 

The Secretary pr sented a paper from Dr. C. 
White, entitled ** A case of Impalement through the 
Vagina. Referred. 

There was quite an extended discussion on Dr. 
Swinburne’s paper, and Dr. Sayre moved that the 
paper and the recommendations therein contained 
and the instrument devised by him be referred t 
the Surgeon-General of the State of New York 
Adopted. 

Dr. Sayre offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Society request Senator Morgan to solicit 
the Secretary of War to appoint a Commission of Surgeons, 
in each State, to consult with the Suryeon-General, U. 8. 4, 
and report as to the best method of carrying out Conservative 
Surgery; and to examine Dr. Sw.npurne’s and all othet 
methods as to the best and most feasible plan for the traaspor 
tation and treatment of compound and comminuted gunshi 
fractures of the thigh and leg, on the field and in hospitals. 

Adjourned to meet at 8 o’clock in the evening in 
the Representative Hall. to hear the annual addres 
of the President, at which time Dr. Bissell, the Pres 
dent delivered a very interesting and _ instructive 
address on the History of Medicine, before a large 
and intelligent audience, composed of the member 
and delegates of the Society, members of the Legit 
lature, and a miscellaneous audience of gentleme 
and ladies. 

On motion of Dr. Corliss, the thanks of the Societf 
were presented to Dr. Bissell, and a copy of tht 
address requested for publication in the transae 

ions. 

Adjourned till Thursday morning at 9 o’cloak. 


THIRD DAY—THURSDAY. 


The Society met at 9 a. M. 

Dr. N. C. Husted read a paper entitled “ A cased! 
Molar Pregnancy.”’ Referred. 

Dr. Kennedy moved to reconsider the vote on ti 
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resolut 
noon. Agreed to and, on motion of-Dr. Parker, the | 
resolution was laid on the table. 

Dr. J. G. Orton presented a report from the Stand- | 
ing Committee on Medical and Surgical Statistics. | 
Accepted, and on motion of Dr. B. P. Staats, the 
Committee was requested to continue its labors. 

Dr. Orton read a paper on ** The use of Bichro- | 
mate of Potassa in the treatment of Diphtheria.” 

Referred. 

Dr. Elsberg presented for the inspection of the 
Society, a Laryngoscope, and explained its use. 

Dr. Blatchford, from the Committee on the Presi- 
dent’s Inaugural Address, reported against the appli- 
cation for an amendment of the statute so as to 
provide for the election of three Vice-Presidents. 

The Committee approved the recommendation of 
the President relative to compensating the Secretary 
and urged with great force, the propriety and justice 
of providing therefor. The Committee recommended 
that hereafter the salary of the Secretary shall be 
§—, and that some compensation shall be granted 
him for services already so faithfully rendered ; that 
in order to meet the necessary expense, if the report 
should be adopted, the Committee recommended a 
self-imposed tax on each member, permanent and | 
delegate, of $3 -—. 

The report was accepted and adopted. 

Dr. Staats moved to fill the first blank with two | 
hundred and fifty. Adopted. 

Dr. Staats moved that the check for $100, returned | 
to the Society by the Secretary, for diplomas delivered 
by him, be cancelled, in consideration of the services 
rendered by him the past vear. 

An amendment was offered to add to that sum 
$150, so as to make the salary for the past year $250, 
which was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

The last blank in the report was filled with the 
word one 

Dr. Kennedy moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee to equalize the taxation on societies, to report 
at the next meeting of the Society. Adopted. 

Dr. Brinsmade, from the Special Committee, re- 
ported the following: 

Resolved, That, as the opinion of this Society, it is impossi- 
ble to define the limits of advertising ‘* Medical Specialties,”’ 
either in medical or other journals 

Resolved, That advertisements indicating location and resi- 
dence are the utmost limits of self-announcement, consistent 
with professional dignity, and that all reference to special 
branches of medical practice, or extra inducements to patron- 
age, shonld be deemed violations of the Code of Medical 
E.hies. 

Resolved, That any medical practitioner so offending shall 
be deemed disqualified as delegate to or for membership of 
this Society, and, if already « delegate to or a member thereof, 
shall be deemed a fit subject for discipline. 

Resolved, That ‘his Society recommend all Medical Societies 
in the State of New York, to adopt the foregoing resolutions, 
with a view to establish the true dignity of our profession, 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution+ be transmitted to 
the American Medical Association, at the next annual meet- 
ing, a8 an expression of the opinion of the Medical Socie:y of 
the State of New York, and that for this purpose a committee 
of presentation be appointed. 

The report was accepted, and on motion of Dr. 
Jenkins, the subject was made the special order for 
the second day of the next annual meeting at 12 
o’clock, m. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, Secretary of the Nominating 
Committee, presented their report, which was ac- 
cepted, and the following gentlemen were elected | 
officers of the Society for the ensuing year :— 

For President—Frederick Hyde. 

For Vice President—Geo. J. Fisher. 

For Secretary—S. D. Willard. 

For Treasurer—J V.P. Quackenbush. } 

Committee of Publication—The Secretary, Dr. 8. O. Vander- | 
Poel. and Samuel H. Freeman. | 

For Censors—Southern District—Drs. H. D Buckley, N. C. | 
Hested, John N, Bell. Eastern District—Barent P- Staats, T. | 

». Brinsmade, Peter McNanghton. Middle District—M. M. | 
Bagg, C. B. Coventry, A. F. Doolittle. Western District— | 
Alexander Thompson, C. M. Crandall, Edward Hall. 

Committee on Correspondence—I|st Dist., Dr. John Ordron- 


| gree of Doctor of Medicine—Drs, Leonard G 


| Elisha Harris, T. C. 
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‘ur Election as Permanent Members—\st Dist., Drs. J. C. 
Hntchinson, 8. A. Purdy ; 2d, Peter Moulton, Chas. McMillen ; 
3d, W. H. Bailey, A. D. Hull; 4th, J. H. Reynolds, J. H. 
Chuabbuek ; 5th, Joseph 8. Whaley, Samuel G. Wolcott; 6th, 
Wm. H. Fish, E. M. Alba; 7th, J. Towler, 8. Avery; 8th, 
John Root, Solomon Barrett. 

Nominated as Eligitle to Permanent Memhership—1st Dis- 
triet—J. H. Merritt, New. York; E. L. Beadle, do. ; Jas, Ken- 
nedy, do.; Cornelius R. Agnew, do.; L Elsberg, do. 24d— 
John V. Holt, Ulster Co ; Darling B. Whitney, Queens Co, 
3d—John Ferguson, Davenport, Delaware Co.; Henry B, 
Salmon, Columbia Co. ; Peter P. Staats, Albany. 4th—E, W, 
Howard, Warren Co. ; M. L. Finch, Saratoga Co. ; Thompson 
Burton, Montgomery Co. ; Gritlin Sweet, Herkimer Co. ; -—— 
Blanvis, Washington Co. Sth—John D. Gay, Oneida Co.; 
Jacob Hunt, do.; J. E. Cassy, Herkimer Co.; G. Botsford, 
Greene Co. 6th—S. H. Harrington, Broome Co : DeWitt 
White, Chenango Co. ; M. M. Wood, do. 7th—E W. Bottom, 
Wayne Co.; Darwin Colvin. do. 8th—J. T. Williams, Chau- 
tauqna Co,; Sanford Eastman, Erie Co. 

Nominated for Election as Honorary Membera—Drs. Wm, 
W. Rutherford, Penn’a; James A. Allen, Michigan; 0. P. 
Hubbard, Harvard College: W. J. Sloan, U. 8. A.: Stephen 
Wickes, Orange, N. J. : 4ames Couper, New Castle, Del. 

Nominations for Eligthility to Honorary Membership—Dr. 
C. A. Tripler, Surgeon, U. 8. A.; Prof. smith, cf Dartmouth 
Medical School 

Recommended to the Regents of the University for the De- 
Warren, of 
Albany connty ; R. Spencer Chapin, of New York City. 

Nominated for Delegates to National Quarantine 
Sani ary Convention—Drs. John G. Adama, R. L. Allen, 
Brinsmade, John H. Griscom, Alden 
L. Mason, G. W. Bradford, John Boardman, Joel 


and 


March, T. 
Foster 

Delegates Nominated to Connecticut State Medical Soctity 
—Drs. T. C. Finnell, H. D, Buckley, 8. O. Vanderpool. 

Delegates Nominated to Medical Society of New Jersey— 
Drs Lewis A. Sayre, E.S. F Arnold, Joho N. Bell. 

Delegates Nominated to Massachusetts State Medi®al Soci- 
ety—Drs. A. L Saunders, John Ordroneaux, J. H. Armsby. 

Delegaes Nominated to Vermont State Medical Society— 
Drs. Joseph Bates, W. P. Seymour, John Swinburne. 

Delegates Nominated to New Hampshire State Medical So- 
ciely—Drs. Samuel Hart, J. V. P. Quackenbush, Hiram Cor- 
liss. 

Delegates Nominated to Pennsylvania State Medical Soci- 
ety—Drs. D. P. Bissell, N. C. Husted, John E, Todd. 

Delegates Nominated to American Medical Association— 
Drs. J. M. Minor, B. P. Staats, J. F. Jenkins, Wm. Govan, H. 
A. Carrington, T. W. Blatchford, G. W. Bradford, J. M. Pruyn, 
D. P. Thomas, A. Van Dyke, A. F. Doolittle, D. Colvin, Fred- 

, J. P, White, Oliver White, Philander Stewart, A. 
L. Sanders, Wm, Taylor, Wm. Manlius Smith, Jas. O. Pond, 
John Ordroneaux, Joho Swinburne, Augustus Willard, C. L. 
Mitchell, R. L. Allen, J. M. Crandall. 

On motion of Dr. B. P. Staats, the ** Merritt Cash ”’ 
Prize Committee of last year, was continued for the 
present year. 

On motion of Dr. Vanderpoel, a committee of three 
was appointed from the New York Societ;, to sub- 
mit some plan for expediting the business of the 
Society—Drs. O. White, Husted and Merritt. 

Dr. Parker moved an equal amount be added from 
the treasury of the Society to the ‘* Merritt Cash ”’ 
prize fund. Adopted. 

Dr. B. P. Staats offered a resolution of thanks to 
the retiring President, Dr. B. P. Bissell; also to Dr. 
8. D. Willard, Secretary, which was adopted. 

Dr. Ordronaux moved the “‘ Merritt Cash” prize 
be awarded either in money, or a medal, as the com- 
mittee may deem proper. Adopted. 

A vote of thanks was passed to the Clergy for their 
services, after which the Society adjourned sine die. 


oo 


The following recent publications haye been re- 
ceived. 

Practical Pharmacy : by EDWARD PARRISH. 

Camp Fevers: by J. J. Woopwarp, M. D. 

Maternal Instinct : by J. M. Toner, M. D. 

Connection between the Mother and Fetus in 
Utero: by Joun O’ REILLY, M. D. 

Transactions of the Pharmaceutical Association. 
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EprroriaL DepARTMENT. 


MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 
PHILADELPHIA, FEBRUARY 13, 1864. 


MEDICAL SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK. 


This Society convened on Tuesday the 2d inst., | 


at Albany, and continued its sessions on Wednes- 
day and Thursday. It was our great pleasure and 
satisfaction to be able to be present the two first 
days. A full report of the minutes published in 
this number precludes the necessity of our giving 
in this place any of the details of the proceedings. 
Suffice to say, they were interesting, useful and 
instructive beyond our most sanguine expecta- 
tions, compelling us to admit that the Medical 
Society of New Jersey is not the only ‘‘live”’ 
Medical Society by any means in the country. 

One hundred and sixty-eight names of delegates 
and members were registered, and they evidently 
among the first men in the profession in the 
State. 


were presented shows that the Society is among 


The large number of valuable papers that 


our working societies, and that it is an honor to 
belong to it. We judge from what we saw and 
heard that this was the largest and most profit- 
able meeting the Society ever held. . The discus- 
sions were carried on with spirit, and were charac- 
terized by a courtesy and good feeling that were 
very pleasant to see. Much good must result to 
the profession of the State from this meeting. 

The Society has a very efficient, active Secre- 
tary in Dr. Wittarp, and we are very glad to be 
able to record the fact, that it showed its appre- 


EDITORIAL. 
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MEDICAL SOCIETIES IN THE ARMY, 
Medical Society of the Second Division Thirg 
Corps, Army of the Potomac. 


The medical officers of the Second Division 
Third Corps, improving the present, and for 4 
time at least, prospective quietude of winter. 
quarters, held a meeting on January 27th, Sur. 
geon Irwin presiding, for the object of forming 4 
Medical Society. A Committee, consisting of Dr, 
Ca.Luoun, Wuiston, Asu, Ewinc, and Hoveu, was 
appointed to draft a Constitution and By-laws. 

A second meeting was held on February the 3d. 
Dr. J. Tu. Catnoun, on behalf of the Committee, 
submitted a Constitution and By-laws for the 
government of the Society, which, after some 
additions, were adopted. 


The objects of the Society are stated as being 


the promotion of medical science, the professional 
improvement of its members, and the furtherance 
of sociability and good feeling among the medical 
officers of the division. 

Every medical officer of the division is, ez officio, 
a member, and as their number is nearly fifty, ani 
nothing in-the way of a general attendance, it wil 
be seen that the meetings of the Society are cal- 
culated to be as large as those of some State 
societies, and larger than most county societies. 

Provision is made for annual, tri-monthly, and 
weekly meetings, which are devoted to the read 

New officers 
The following 


gentlemen were elected at the last meeting: 


ing of essays, discussions, etc., etc. 


are elected every three months. 


President—Surgeon Irwin. 
Vice-president—Assist.-Surg. Caxnoon, U. 8. 4. 
Treasurer—Surgeon D. W. C. Hoven. 
Recording Secretary—Assist.-Surg. LEHLBACH. 
Corresponding Secretary—Assist.-Surg. Crozise 


ciation of his services by voting him $250 for| We hope to be able to lay before our readen 
his past year’s services, and a salary of $250 for 
We trust that other State 


Societies and the American Medical Association 


further accounts of this and similar societies, ani 


the current year. should be glad to receive such papers as the 


may send us for publication. If it is a matierd 
will follow the example of the Medical Society of | complaint that the profession in civil life know# 
the State of New York in this respect. little of medical matters in the army, is this not 
A pleasing feature of the meetings was the | some degree, at least, owing to the silence of th 
social gatherings at the residences of Dr. Marcu, | medical officers of the army and their want of cot 
on Tuesday evening, of Dr. Quackensvsu, the | munication with the outside profession throug 
We woul 
say tothem: ‘Let not your light shine under 


bushel !’? 


Surgeon-General of the State, on Wednesday | the channels of the medical press? 


evening, and of His Excellency Governor Sey- 





moun, on Thursday evening. 
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CERESRO-SPINAL MENINGITIS, | ‘*2. To encourage, by the expression of Chris- 
The profession seems to be settling down to the | tian sympathy, and by donations of surgical in- 
| struments, books, and medicines, those of our 
brethren who may be acting as missionaries in 
| foreign lands. 
try for the past year or more under the various | «3, To assist in adding to the number of such 
names of ‘‘Spotted Fever,’’ ‘‘ Malignant Scarla- | devoted men, by pointing out the field to students 
tina,” ‘‘Malignant Typhus,”’ etc., is Cerebro- | and others, by helping them to prepare for it, and, 
if possible, by sustaining them when they have 


wee’ 


belief, that the anomalous disease which has been 


prevailing endemically in some parts of the coun- 


Spinal Meningitis. It is, however, due to the 


| 


profession that a full history of the disease, its | “a extending to the sick’ and suffering in 
symptoms, course, progress and treatment should | heathen lands the substantial benefits of British 
be published. The accounts published so far, are | surgery and medicine, in the hope also of some 
very meagre and unsatisfactory. | reciprocal advantage in the discovery and impor- 


: ‘ ' . ‘ | tation fi ial ag . 
The disease is steadily progressing, carrying off, on from abroad of new remedial agents 


if we are correctly informed, some members of A Uniform Ambulance System. 


our own profession. When at the meeting of| A pill providing for a uniform ambulance sys- 
the Medical Society of the State of New York last | tem in the armies of the United States passed the 
week, we heard of it as prevailing in some por- | United States Senate last week. 
tions of that State. There has been a good deal From s communication in another column, from 
an intelligent and respected correspondent in the 
Army of the Potomac, criticising our remarks in a 
and suburban villages. It has also been very | jate number, on the need of an ambulance system 
fatal in other parts of this State, in West Virginia, jin the army, our readers will learn that practi- 
in Ohio and elsewhere. It also appears to be pre- | cally, an excellent ambulance system has been in 
operation in that army for a long time. 

If our army readers fail to keep us informed of 
what is transpiring among them, they must not 
Courier says: | complain if we sometimes fall into error respecting 

“The physicians call it Meningitis, and say its | them and their doings. Our remarks however, 
pathology is an inflammation of the base of the | were intended to bear on the law makers, and 
brain and the spinal nerves. The patient is | were evidently well founded. 
attacked with a chill, accompanied with a severe 
pain in the head, particularly in the back part, Sudden Deaths! 
pnd in the spine. The head becomes drawn back, Those who were present at the meeting of the 

nd the patient experiences pain in the neck, | Medical Society of New Jersey on the 26th and 
similar in kind to lockjaw, and generally becomes | 27th of January, may remember that Dr. Wickes, 
feranged in mind. The disease generally proves | Chairman of the Standing Committee, reported 
atal in from twelve to thirty-six hours. The dis- | the necrology for the year as nine, and that it 
ase is not considered contagious, though it may | was remarked the number was large. Little was 
ossibly prove epidemical.” it supposed that within eleven days two of that 

We trust that those who have an opportunity of | audience would be numbered among the dead! 

bserving and treating the disease, will give the | On the 3d of February, one week after the meet- 

ing, Dr. Ropert P. Tuomas, of this city, a delegate 

from the Medical Society of Pennsylvania, died of 

- Spinal Meningitis, if we are correctly informed, 

after an illness of only two or three days, and on 

Notes and Comments. the 7th Dr. 8. L. Coxpicr, of Jersey City, died 

‘‘suddenly,’’ of what disease we have not as yet 

been informed. Surely, ‘‘in the midst of life we 
are in death !’’ 


of it in this city, principally in the rural portions 





vailing in the Southern States, having been very 
fatal in and around Rome, Georgia. The Rome 





rofession the benefit of their experience. 


Edinburgh Medical Missionary Society. 
This Society embraces five different denomina- 
ons in its management. Its object, as stated in Gs All our Hospital Reports, Periscope and 
recent English periodical, is fourfold :— other matter we have been compelled to leave out 
“1. To remind members of the medical profes- | of this nnmber, on account of the length of the 
on of the influence which they possess, and their | Report of the Proceedings of the Medical Society 
reat responsibility in using it. of the State of New York. 
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LETTERS FROM Dr. W. N. COTE. 
Paris, Jan. 21, 1864. 


Medical Society of Amiens. 
I have before me the Annual Report of the Medical 
Society of Amiens. It contains a number of inter- 
esting articles which deserve particular mention. 


Fistula in Perineo.—American Surgery in 
Europe- 

Dr. Tossz, a member of the Society, presents an 
observation of fistula in perinzo, a disease which, as 
you are aware, is frequently produced from stricture 
or rupture of the urethra from blows and other 
injuries. In consequence of the inflammation run- 
ning high, and extending a considerable way up the 
urethra, a tumor sometimes forms in the perineum. 
The inflammation, when violent, may terminate in a 
few hours in gangrene and sloughing of the scrotum, 
leaving in many instances, the testicles, and the 
urethra bare, and consequently endangering the 
patient’s life. Very decisive measures must there- 
fore be taken, and the fistula be removed by a proper 
surgical operation. 

Dr. TossE highly recommends the American 
method, which, as your readers well know, consists 
in placing the patient upon his back on a table 
covered with a mattress or blankets, the thighs bent 
upon the pelvis, and the legs upon the thighs, sepa- 
rated and supported by an assistant on each side. 
Other surgeons, Dr. Sims in particular, prefer placing 
the patient on his left side. A female catheter or 
sound is then carried down to the stricture, and there 
held firmly by another assistant, while the surgeon 
introduces a probe into the largest fistulous orifice 
he can find, and the one nearest to the stricture, and 
tries to feel it with the extremity of the sound, 
through the walls of the urethra. An incision, pro- 
portioned in length to the extent of the disease, is 
next made in the perineum, along the course of the 
probe, until the urethra, or its remains are laid bare, 
when the operator will be enabled to cut upon the 
extremity of the sound, and divide the stricture. 

In the case of a female patient the vagina should 
pe widely dilated, especially at its orifice. This may 
be done by means of the speculum invented by Dr. 
Simms. This surgeon employs a slightly curved 
sound pierced with numerous openings at its vesical 
extremity, and which, once placed, maintains itself 
in its position without any support. 

Dr. TossE, in an operation on a female patient 
suffering with an extensive fistula, employed with 
success the American method. I am glad to see 
that American surgery is becoming more and more 
known and appreciated in Europe. I remember Dr. 
MAISONNEUVE, not long ago, speaking highly of the 
method followed im America for extirpating ovarian 
tumors. 


[Vor. XI. 
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Purulent Ophthalmia in Infants. 

Dr. CovuLon presents ten observations of purulent 
ophthalmia in infants. The symptoms which offer 
themselves, are somewhat different from those of 
common ophthalmia. It usually commences four or 
five days after birth, by a slight redness and tume- 
faction of the conjunctiva lining the eyelids. Ip 
some cases the under eyelids are turned rather out- 
ward ; in others both eyelids are closed and swollen, 
and the skin of these parts has an efflorescent 
shining appearance. It is not unusual to see the 
eyelids open and the conjunctiva so swelled and 
turgid as to protrude from the eye in the form of 
two or three folds. The inflammation is speedily 
followed by the secretion of a thin adhesive matter 
which glues the lids together. This matter is pent 
up for some time within the eyelids in those cases 
in which the tarsi come in contact, but in others 
where they remain separated, it flows from the eye 
mixed with tears. It is so acrid as to excoriate the 
palpebre and the eheeks. If the disease be not 
arrested in its progress, as often happens with 
careless parents, the cornea is next involved and 
destroyed, the iris is laid bare, the humors are dis- 
charged, and there does not remain even so much as 
the form of the eye. This is what took place in one 
of the young patients treated by Dr. Couton. 


As for the origin of purulent ophthalmia in infants, 
some pathologists have attributed it to the acciden- 
tal application of gonorrheal or leucorrheal matter 
to the eyes, matter which, it is imagined, is applied 
to the eyes of the child during its passage through 
the vagina. But Drs. BEGIN and VELPEAU have 
remarked with reason, that the eyes of the infants 
are shut throughout the whole time of the labor, so 
that the vaginal secretions cannot come in contact 
with the conjunctiva of the child. Besides, in what 
way can be explained the development of the purt- 
lent ophthalmia in children six months or a year old, 
when there had been no contagion whatever. Dk. 
CovLon thinks that want of cleanliness, exposure 
to damp, cold, unhealthy emanations from over 
crowded rooms, are incontestible causes of purulent 
ophthalmia. Some pathologists are of opinion that 
the inflammation is of the erysipelatous kind. From 
the observations he has made, Dr. CouLon draws the 
following conclusions : 


1. Purulent ophthalmia is less dangerous in the 
infant than in the adult. 


2. This affection when treated from the beginning, 
is of easy cure; if left to itself, it, on the contrary, 
often produces blindness. 

3. The most rational treatment consists in astrin- 
gent washes introduced into the eye by means of 8 
syringe, and collyria composed of weak solutions of 
nitrate of silver. 

4. In certain cases of purulent ophthalmia, there 
exist on the conjunctiva false membranes, but 
this pseudo-membranous conjunctivitis is not mor 
dangerous than ordinary purulent ophthalmia. 

W. N. Core. 
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DOMESTIC. 


AN ASTHESIA. 


Priority of conception and experimentation. Is HORACE 
WELLS entitled to the credit of both? Did he verify 
his discovery and make it practical? Did he ever 
abandon it? Was he intercepted? And, if so, by 
whom, and under what circumstances? Was such 
interception fair, and the means used, honorable and 
just? Shall trickery and fraud prevent the transmis- 
sion of his name to posterity with all the éclat which 
such a vastly important discovery is adapted to confer. 


Writing as a Lover of Truth and Justice,I am 
constrained to treat of these topics, and fortunately 
the facts can be so clearly ascertained and substan- 
tiated by such an abundance of unquestionable proof, 
that no candid upright man can hesitate for a moment 
as to the conclusions to which he should come. 

Here I would observe that Wm. T. G. Morton has 
caused the priority of conception and experimenta- 
tion to ke adjudicated by a competent tribunal in 
favor of Horace WELLS. At the first session of the 
Thirty-second Congress (which convened at Wash- 
ington on the first Monday of December, 1851), 
Morton proffered a memorial to the House of 
Representatives asserting his claims, and praying 
for what he has so long prayed in vain. This 


memorial was referred to a select committee at the 
head of which was placed the gallant and accom- 
plished Col. Wm. H. BissELt afterward Governor 
of Illinois, but since deceased. Before this committee 


MorTON and JACKSON appeared with their counsel, 
and with their exhibits and proofs, but, alas! Hor- 
ace WELLS had been some years in his grave, and 
he had left his wife and a son of tender years 
penniless, and they could neither employ counsel 
nor collect or bring forward the necessary proofs. 
WELLS, himself had, in his lifetime, written and 
published a small pamphlet in vindication of his 
claims, which is now before me. It is distinguished 
by all the fairness, candor, evident truthfulness, and 
good sense which ever characterized his life and con- 
versation. To this is annexed a considerable amount 
of proof, and is dated at Hartford, March 30th, 1847. 
It is well adapted to arrest attention, and to make 
impressions quite favorable to his pretensions, but 
does not do full justice to the subject. How was 
this to be expected from WELLS, who had neither the 
education nor the practice indispensable to success- 
ful authorship. I infer from Col. BissELL’s report, 
that he had this pamphlet before him, probably 
transmitted by some friend of the family. This, 
however, was not sufficient to prevent his investiga- 
tions having an ex parte character so far as the 
WELL’s claim was concerned. This was not the 
fault of Col. BissELL, though it may have been a 
serious misfortune to the family of WELLS, and to 
the catse of rectitude and truth. 

Hence the worthy Colonel had little to consider, 
but the conflicting pretensions of MorToNn and JacxK- 
80N, and “the conjunction”? of their labors and 
efforts had been carefully concealed from him by 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
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mutilating an important document. Had he known 
this fact, would he have toiled through many pages 
of argumentation, to show how the balance between 
them stood? Would he not have exclaimed, No! no! 
gentlemen! You have sworn yourselves into the 
same side of the scales! There is no question of 
preponderance the one way or the other between 
you. Either from you conjointly, or from WELLs, 
Anesthesia must have emanated. Cease, therefore, 
your bickerings and consider how the pretensions of 
your copartnership stand as against the claims of 
WELLS. This would have brought those claims to 
the particular notice of the honorable member, and 
perhaps, he might have given them a favorable con- 
sideration, or perhaps, he might have awarded to 
the twin investigators of Anesthesia, this great 
inheritance of fame, and concluded that “ beautiful 
in their lives, in their deaths they should not be 
divided.” This certainly would have been sublime, 
though it is said that “‘there is only one step from 
the sublime to the ridiculous.» Poor WELLS and 
all his labors might, in such case, have passed off 
into nonentity. But Col. BissELL was not prepared 
to admit the justice or propriety of consigning him 
to such a fate. It is obvious that he thought the 
pretentions advanced in his favor, were far from 
being frivolous. This will appear from the following 
extract from his report : 

**The evidence presented with Dr. WELLS’ claim, 
shows that dental operations were in several instances 
performed without pain, by Dr. WELLS, under the 
influence of the nitrous oxyd which had before been 
known in some cases to produce a total or partial 
asphyxia. It appears also that the vapor of sulphur- 
ous ether was thought of, discussed, and finally 
rejected by him while the total abandonment of the 
use of the nitrous oxyd, and indeed of every other 
agent shows that WELLS’ experiments were, on the 
whole, unsuccessful. He engaged in the search, and 
failed to find the object of his pursuit. He attempted 
and endeavored assiduously to carry out the idea to 
practical results, but was not successful.””> * * * 
** He had the great idea of producing insensibility to 
pain, but he did not verify it by successful experi- 
ments.” * * * ‘“ But he had the signal merit of 
reviving the investigation and probcdly of hastening the 
discovery.”? 

This would seem to settle some points conclusively 
in favor of the WELLs claim. Col. BissELL accords 
to him the credit of 1. Priority of conception. 2. 
Priority of experimentation. 8. Priority of verifica- 
tion. ‘‘ Dental operations,” he says, “‘were in several 
instances performed without pain, by Dr. WELLS, under 
the influence of the nitrous oxyd.”? 4. “ He had the 
great idea of producing insensibility to pain.” 5. 
** He endeavored assiduously to carry out the idea.’ 
6. * He had the signal merit of reviving the investi- 
gation,” (referring, I suppose, to some experiments 
tried by Sir Humpurey Davy toward the close of 
the last century), and 7. ‘* Perhaps of hastening 
the discovery.”? Ah! Signal merit (perhaps) of has- 
tening the discovery !’? Here would seem to be a little 
significant squinting at the source of the information 
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on which Jackson and MortTon acted, in causing 
Frost’s tooth to take a painless leap out of his jaw. 
Recollect ‘‘ murder will out,’ though often detected 
by very slight circumstances. 

But Col. Bisse. felt constrained after all to reject 
and set aside the WELLS claim, for hesays, 1. “The 
vapor of sulphuric ether was thought of, discussed, 
and finally rejected.”? 2. ‘‘ He abandoned the use of 
nitrous oxyd, and 3. ‘Of every other agent,’ and 
4. “His experiments on the whole, were unsuccess- 
ful.”? But it is certain that he was not wholly 
unsuccessful, for Col. BIssELL admits that he realized 
his object “‘ in several instances ”’ of dental operation, 
and that he could not have abandoned the subject 
early, is certain, for the Colonel also adds that ‘‘ he 
assiduously endeavored to carry out the idea,’ and 
that he abandoned it at all or ever thought of doing 
80, will be news at Hartford, Conn., and news too of 
a very apocryphal character. I do not know of any 
more striking illustration than is to be found in this 
extract of the misconceptions which may be exhibited 
by a trusty, just man, in writing, cwrrente calamo on 
a subject which he has not fully before him, and 
which he does not perfectly understand. 

I do not hesitate to declare a confident belief that 
a proper presentation of the subject, will bring every 
upright mind to conclusions directly the reverse of 
those written down by Col. BIssELL, so far as they 
are adverse to the WELLS claim. I affirm that he 
never did abandon the nitrous oxyd while living ;— 
that it never did, in his hands, produce asphyxia or 
anything approaching it ; that he prosecuted practi- 
cal anesthesia “‘ assiduously”? (to use Col. BissELL’s 
appropriate word), and made all the progress toward 
a general introduction of the new practice which the 
astonishing and almost miraculous character of his 
developments would permit, and furthermore that 
his name would long since have been blazoned 
to the world as the true author of anesthesia and a 
benefactor of his race, had he not been intercepted 
by arts and practices alike insidious and detestable. 

My proofs are full, unexceptionable, and conclusive, 
so that all must believe except such as “* would not 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead.” It is 
in my power to produce nearly a whole city under 
oath, and to bring forward the testimony of a Right 
Rev. Bishop of the Episcopal Church (now like 
WELLs gone to his final account) ; several doctors 
of divinity and other members of the clerical profes- 
sion, most of the physicians and surgeons and all or 
nearly all of the practitioners of the dental art, one 
or more of the learned professors of Washington 
College, Members of the United States Senate and 
House of Representatives, counsellors at law, mer- 
chants, manufacturers, mechanics, artizans, and 
many of the fairer part of God’s creation—ladies of 
refinement and of the first respectability,—in short, 
a whole cloud of witnesses, most of whom will speak 
of their own personal knowledge, and the residue of 
facts which fell under their personal observation. 

But as I have not the slightest interest in this 
matter, and write only as a “‘ Lover of Truth and 
Justice’ desiring to uphold the right, and taking a 
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deep interest in the welfare of a poor defenceless, 
and much injured family, it is hardly to be expected 
that I should incur all the labor and expense of 
examining witnesses who have already spoken to the 
facts, and of taking testimony which is now before 
the public. No doubt I mig t procure much cumu- 
lative evidence, but as we have an abundance now 
on hand, that would be a work of supererogation. 

I shall therefore content myself with bringing to 
the notice of your readers a thin volume or (if you 
please) a pamphlet named ‘‘AN#sTHESIA,” pub- 
lished in 1858, by Mr. Truman SmitH late a 
Member of the United States Senate, which contains 
proofs collected by him in the fall of 1852, witha 
view to lay the same before that body, if needful. It 
turned out however otherwise, for reasons not 
necessary to be here explained, and the proofs in 
manuscript remained in the hands of Mr. Sars till 
1858, when he gave them in the form already indi- 
cated to the public. In this publication Mr. Smita 
has digested and arranged the evidence under appro- 
priate heads so as to exhibit separately and distinctly 
all the essential elements of the WELLS case, and has 
accompanied the same with remarks and suggestions 
such as he deemed appropriate and just. I shall not 
be so absurd as to ask you to republish this vast 
mass of testimony or any considerable portion of it, 
but I presume your readers will indulge me in pre- 
senting a synopsis of the contents with extracts from 
the testimony so far as may be necessary to show 
how conclusively the WELLS case is made out. 

1. Mr. SmitTH opens the subject with considering 
‘* what constitutes a discovery in respect to this and 
other analogous subjects.” “It is believed” (he 
says) “‘to lay the foundation for just pretentions, 
it is indispensable that the party should have formed 
a distinct conception of anesthesia, and should have 
at least, substantially attained that end by good and 
satisfactory means. If to both of these elements he 
can add also that of priority he must be regarded as 
the true discoverer, and his position as such, will 
appear the stronger if he has given early and full 
publicity to his experiments.’? Mr. Smitu then adds 
that “Sit is not necessary to constitute a true dis- 
coverer in respect to any matter of nature or art that 
he should have resorted in the first instance to the 
best means of development.”? And he insists that 
all that is required is that ‘‘the agency should be 
competent to demonstrate the value and importance 
of the new idea;’? and this being done, it is to be 
expected (as he remarks justly) *‘ that many other 
minds active, ingenious, and inventive, will be 
directed into the same channel of inquiry, pursuing 
the object proposed by the original discoverer or 
inventor, with vigor and success, suggesting improv- 
ments, contriving substitutes, and introducing new 
agents which carry the discovery, invention, or art, 
far beyond the point at which it was kept by the real 
author of the movement.” I do not doubt your 
readers will accept these views as sound, and they 
should be borne incessantly in mind by all who 
desire to arrive at a proper result on this entire sub- 
ject. 
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conceived and announced by its author, but was 
developed and brought out by experimentation plain, 
known to produce when inhaled, similar effects, to | anequivocal, and complete. I have already given a 
occasion excitement, a species of intoxication, and | rapid sketch of what occurred at Professor CoLTON’s 
some degree of insensibility, and it being ascertained | lecture on the evening of the 10th December, 1844, 
that the nerves of sensation could by the inhalation | and what at a brother dentist’s office the next day. 
of the former, be so completely paralyzed that dental | That dentist was Mr. Joun M. Riees of Hartford, 
and surgical operations could be performed without | and known to me to bea gentleman of respectability. 
pain, there would be no merit whatever in substi- | Mr. SmitH exhibits vividly the whole of the remark- 


tuting the vapor of ether for the nitrous oxyd, and | able transaction which commenced on the evening 


“2. Mr. SMITH next takes the ground that the nitrous | 
oxyd and the vapor of sulphuric ether had long been | 


others of agents of a similar character, even although | 


that it would be a perversion of terms to call the | of the 10th and which was consummated on the 11th, 
chemistry might suggest) a discoverer, and the | (now of No. 22 Bond street, New York) Mr. Joun 
rankest injustice to allow him to usurp the place of | |M. Rices, Mrs. Exizapeta WELis, Mr. SAMUEL 
be accorded to the party who originated the system. | if these witnesses are to be believed under oath, that 
Mr. SmiTH produces a letter from the learned profes- | there was not only a conception by WELLS of the 
make the following extract : | unequivocal experiment on himself—that he then 
“Now if it can be shown that Mr. Wetrs (I do | 20d there caused, after inhaling the nitrous oxyd, 
| one of his large molar tceth to be extracted without 

know nothing positively) first demonstrated usefully | | 
and practically, the fact that operations can be per- | light one of the most wonderful secrets of nature— 
| the first to conceive, the first to experiment, and the first 
by the individual of some gaseous substance like | 40 verify beyond question or doubt! These, these, are the 
nitrous oxyd gas or the vapor of ether then beyond all facts! established by so many witnesses! It is use- 
having established one of the most valuable facts in | Let those who wish to look more closely into this 
the science of surgery.” * * * * * # = %/| matter, recurto Mr. SmiTu’s Anesthesia from p. 18 
But what a wonderful contrast is there between 
more efficient than those first employed, does not at | the WELLS case and the Morton case as to the 
fact.?? | acter. In the latter only one witness so far as I 
Professor ABNER JACKSON of Trinity College, | know has ever been examined (Dr. Harpen) who 
either nitrous oxyd gas, sulphuric ether, or chloro- | after he (F.) had inhaled and been brought under the 
form, should, in my opinion, be regarded as the true | influence of the vapor of sulphuric ether, and yet 


authors of such substitution (which any tyro of | by —— the testimony of Mr. G. Q. Cotton 
and reap all the rewards and honors which should | | A. Coorzy, and Mr. Davrp Crake, and shows that 
sor THomas D. Mutter of your city, from which I |true anesthetic idea, but verification of it by an 
not say that he did, as this is a question of which I 

| the slightest pain, and thus detected and brought to 
formed without pain in consequence of the inhalation 
question is he entitled to the honor and reward of | less to produce their depositions or to make extracts. 
* * * * ©The subsequent introduction by | tO P- 25. 
all diminish his claim to having established the great | /extent of the proofs adduced to show their char- 
Hartford, Conn., says, ‘‘the persqn who first applied | held the lamp while Morton extracted Frost’s tooth 
discoverer, inasmuch as the use of the others would | no one pretends to doubt or dispute the fact. How 


be a natural sequence.”? 

Professor WILLARD PARKER, of the city of New 
York: “I further say, it being known that nitrous 
oxyd would produce anesthesia in surgical opera- | 
tions, it would suggest to any one having any | 
knowledge of the two substances that sulphuric ether 
would produce the same effect, and the substi- 


tution of the ether for the gas, does not in my | 4 


opinion merit the name of discovery.” 

Professor Joun W. Francis: “ The well known | 
sedative effects of sulphuric and other ethers might | 
readily suggest to the scientific mind their substitu- | 
tion for the nitrous oxyd gas, and the application of 
any one of these agents may be fairly recognized as | 
the primary discovery.” 

Mr. SmitH produces several other depositions to 
the same effect, but it is unnecessary to make further | 
quotations. Let this feature of the case be borne | 
distinctly in mind as it must in connection with facts 
hereafter to appear, prove fatal to the pretensions | 
of Jackson and Morton whether taken jointly or | 
separately. 

3. Mr. Smrrn then arrives at an era of vast interest 
tohumanity, when the anesthetic idea was not only 


|and September 30th, 1846, and long after. 


| audacious then is it for any man to attempt to con- 


| trovert thesuccess of the WELLS experiment, proved 


and established as it is by so many witnesses, not one 
of whom has the slightest interest in the subject, 
if Mrs. WELLS be excepted. 

I will here remark that Mr. G. Q. Cotton having 
had the good fortune to assist at the first genuine 
nesthetic operation ever performed on earth, im- 
| mediately resumed his lectures, and continued the 
‘same until within a recent period, all the while 
exhibiting the nitrous oxyd to illustrate chemical 
principles, and having nothing to do with anesthesia 
as such. Whether facts have not been recently 
developed by his agency, most material to be con- 
sidered in this connection, will be a subject of inquiry 
hereafter. 

4. The great discovery having been make, Dr. 
WELLs and his brother dentists immediately intro- 
duced into their practice, at Hartford, the nitrous 
oxyd as an anesthetic agent, and continued such use 
during the interval between Decemer 1lith, 1844, 
Mr. 
SmitH brings forward many depositions on this 


| point, but extracts from a few must suffice, 
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Dr. Joun M. Riaes: ** We were so elated by the 
success of this’ experiment”? (that is to say the 
operation on Dr. WELLS of December 11th) *‘ that we 
immediate. y turned our attention to the extraction 
of teeth by means of this agent, and continued to 
devote ourselves to this subject for several weeks 
almost exclusively.’ * * * * * * * # 


A AAA 


“Dr. WELLS continued to use the gas freely in the 
practice of dentistry during the remainder of that 
year and the year following, and at all times when 
he was in the practice of his profession. I, myself, 
also used it as people demanded it, which they 
ordinarily did.’ * * * * * *T find on 
reference to my books, that this agent was used by 
me in extracting teeth up to November 2d, 1546, 
which is my last charge. Since that time I have 
used chloroform generally, when my patients re- 
quested anything.’ * * * * * “ZT wasin the 
habit, for greater ease in furnishing gas, to appoint 
somne afternoon in the week and then take out teeth 
for as many as had made appointments. I find from 
minutes, that on July 26th, 1845, seven were ex- 
tracted while the name of only two of the individuals 
were recorded.” 

Dr. Joun B. Terry, dentist, of Hartford, Conn.: 
**T had an office adjoining the one usually occupied by 
the late Dr. WELLS ; and we were associated together 
on the 19th of December, 1846, in the practice of den- 
tistry. For nearly a year before this we were asso- 
ciated without terms of partnership, and while he 
was absent I attended to his business in part, and 
made him an allowance. My impression is that Dr. 
WELts used the gas while attending to business, and 
when he was absent I administered the gas for him. 
I am certain that prior to October, 18:6, I was in the 
frequent habit of administering the gas, and con- 
sidered it then, as I do now, as more useful than any 
anesthetic agent for the purposes of dentistry. * * 
* %* JTthink I have administered more of this gas 
for dental purposes, than any other person, and I 
am well acquainted with all its effects.” 

Joun Brappock, of Hartford, dentist: 


ditferent persons under the influence of this agent 
(meaning the nitrous oxyd) by Dr. Joun M. Riaa@s, 
with the most satisfactory results. The patients 
seemed to experience no pain whatever, and after 


the operations were performed and the effects of the | 


gas had passed away, they so expressed themselves.” 

Dr. E. E. Crowroot, of Hartford, dentist: ‘I 
have had some personal experience in the use of 
anesthetic agents, having extracted two teeth for 


Miss ANGELINA GRISWOLD, of West Hartford, while 


under the influence of nitrous oxyd gas. Both teeth 
were removed at one sitting and in a satisfactory 
manner.”? 

This, the witness says, was previous to a severe 
sickness which he had, commencing in September, 
1846. 

P. W. Exrts®ortH, M. D., son of Ex-Governor 
ELLSWorRTH, and grandson of the distinguished 


OLIVER ELLSwortTH : “ Very shortly before or after | 


the visit of Dr. WELLS to Boston, with a view to 
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spring of 1845, I saw several teeth extracted for | 
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bring out his discovery, (to wit : in January, 1845,) J 
witnessed a successful dental operation being the 
extraction of a tooth without pain, by administering 
nitrous oxyd gas.” 

The witness adds, that he thinks that both Dr, 
WELLs and Dr. Riags were present, but that he can. 
not tell which performed the operation. 

**Some time in the year 1845 or 1846, according to 
my best recollection, and before Dr. MoRTON’s pre 
tentions to this discovery were advanced, though 
T will 
extracted a tooth for Mrs. Wens then of Middletown 
in this State, but now the wife of Professor BENJ Avi 
SILLIMAN, of New Haven, administering the nitrous 
The operation was unattended with pain 


”° 


not be positive as I may be mistaken, I 


oxyd gas. 
and was entirely suecessful 

E. E. Marcy, M.D., of the city of New York: 
This witness after stating in substance a conversa- 
tion between Dr. Wetts and himself, during which 
he (Dr. W.) spoke of the availability of the nitrous 
oxyd as an anesthetic agent, proceeds as follows: 
**T therefore expressed some doubt to Dr. Wet1s 
when he announced the above fact. In reply, he said 
iI am about to extract a tooth under its influence, 
and if you will go to my office, I will demonstrate 
to you the truth of my statement.’ Accordingly, 
on the same day I went to his office and witnessed 
the extraction of a tooth from F.C. Goopricn, Esq., 
of said Hartford, by Dr. Wr Ls, after nitrous oxyd 
gas had been inhaled and without the slightest con- 
sciousness of pain on the part of the gentleman 
operated on. Not only was the extraction accon- 
plished without pain, but the inhalation of the gas 
was effected without any of those indications of 
excitement or attempts at muscular exertion, which 
is so commonly obtained when the gas is adminis- 
tered without a definite object or previous mental 
preparation. * * * * It was in the fall of 

1844, I am positive, and within two or three days 
| after I had understood Dr. Wetts had made the 
discovery.” 

5. Thess witnesses were not any of them the 
subjects of the anesthetic operation, but either 
operated themselves or were present at and speak of 
the operations of others, but it is quite time to call 
up the parties themselves, who were brought under 
the influence of nitrous oxyd. 

Francis C. Goopricn, of Hartford: “I submitted 
to the operation of having a tooth extracted by Dr. 
WELLS, while under the influence of nitrous oxyd 
gas, which was performed in the presence of Drs. 
MARCY, KITTERIDGE, and R:aq@s, and was unattended 
with even the slightest sensation of pain.” This he 
says was in the latter part of the year 1844. 

JOHN GAYLORD WELLS, of Hartford: ‘* Dr. WELLS 
extracted a tooth for me immediately after the ex- 
traction of his own. It was certainly in the month 
of December, 1844. The gas was given from a large 
bag, on this occasion. I had one tooth removed and 
| afterward a number at different times, and all without 
| pain.”? 

WittiAmM H. Burveicn, of Hartford, says, that 
| witnessing these operations, ‘‘I was so delighted and 
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surprised with its manifest success, that I desired a } 


trial of it upon myself. The gas was accordingly 
administered, and two carious teeth were extracted 
from my lower jaw without the least suffering on my 
part, though ordinarily owing to the firmness with 
which my tecth are fixed in my jaw, I suffer extreme 
pain from their extraction.”’ 

But “by the mouth of two or three witnesses, 
every word shall be established.”? Why then make 
any further extracts from numerous other depositions 
brought forward by Mr. Sir in this conncction. 
If these are not Adequate to overcome incredulity, it 
will be useless to quote more. 

6. But I shall not do justice to the claims of Dr. 
WELLs without laying before your readers proofs of 
his efforts to make anesthesia practical in dentistry 
other than those already described. I have thus 
far spoken of actual operations, but Dr. WELLS in 
the meantime, was doing much more,—he was inces- 
santly exerting himself to improve the agent and the 
instruments or means to be used in exhibiting it to 
his patients. 

P. W. E_ttswortn, M. D.: “I know that Dr. 
WELLS from the time of his discovery up to the time 
of his death, was making improvements both in the 
preparation and mode of administering the gas, and 
ultimately it-became in his hands more efficient than 
it was in the first instance. The gas was much more 
pure, and the instruments were better.’’ 

Joun B. Terry, dentist: ** During the time he was 
engaged in his profession, he continued to make 
improvements in the construction of his inhaling 
apparatus, in the nitrate of ammonia, by which the 
gas was made, in the gas itself, and its mode of 
preparation from the time of his discovery to his 
death.”? 

Ah! what of that abandonment of not only the 
nitrous oxyd, but of anwsthesia in toto! of which 
Col. BIssELL speaks in his report ? 

7. But I wish to bring to the notice of your readers 
proofs touching some of the characteristics of this 
remarkable man. * 

Joun M. Riaas, dentist: *‘ Dr. WELLS was enthu- 
siastic and sanguine in the pursuit of objects toward 
which he turned his attention.” 

E. E. Marcy, M. D.: ** Dr. Wells was exceedingly 
enthusiastic upon the subject—was incessantly con- 
versing about it, and prosecuting his experiments 
* * * 
in every way worthy of entire confidence. 
sessed a peculiarly active, investigating and philo- 
sophical mind, and was therefore almost constantly 
engaged in researches and inquiries such as would 
naturally attract the attention of a man of his 
taste.”? 

P. W. Ettswortn, M. D.: ‘I further say that I 
had many conversations with Dr. WELLS, on the 
subject of his discovery in 1845 and 1846, and indeed 
upto the time of his death, and he was at all times 
enthusiastic in regard to it, and I did not know or 
suspect that any one controverted the right of Dr. 
Wetts until Dr. Morton advanced his claim in 
1846,” 
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Jomn B. Terry, dentist: “ Dr. WELLS’ confidence 
in the gas was, constantly increasing from the first ; 
no one, to my knowledge, doubted that WELLS was 
the discoverer of the anwsthetic properties of the 
gas, nor did I hear at that time, that any one claimed 
to be the discoverer but him.” 

8. It must be obvious that such a discovery could 
not have been made, and carried into practice so 
extensively without the facts having become perfectly 
notorious at Hartford. 

Joun M. Riaa@s, dentist: “It was a subject of 
profound interest in Hartford, and attracted univer- 
sal attention through the years of 1845 and 1846.°? 

E. E. Marcy, M. D.: ‘Immediately after the 
discovery, the fact became generally known in Hart- 
ford, and was the subject of much conversation.” 

P. W. ELtswortu, M. D.: ‘* Very soon after Dr. 
WELLS made the above discovery, the fact became 
generally known in this community and was the 
subject of much conversation, and Dr. WELLS was 
universally reported to be its originator or author, 
and has ever since been and is now believed here to 
be entitled to the credit thereof.” 

Joun Brappock, of Hartford: * The discovery of 

pI ~ 
Dr. WELLS was notorious in Hartford at that time,”? 
(1845,) *‘ it was acommon topic of conversation, and 
I have no hesitation in saying, that in my opinion 
Dr. WELLS was the first to discover and use an agent 
by means of which dental and surgical operations 
could be performed without pain.” 

Hon. JAMES Dixon, United States Senator from 
Connecticut: ‘*I would add, that the discovery of 
Dr. WELLS was notorious in Hartford, in the spring 
of 1845, and was then and for some time had been 
and continued to be a frequent topic of conversation. 
It excited great attention, and was deemed of much 
importance.”’ 

Here, Mr. Editor, I must rest for the present. I 
trust that your readers will be prepared to admit 
that I have made some progress toward a realization 
of my promise that I would show conclusively where 
we are to look for the true author of modern anzes- 
thesia. But I should do injustice to the cause I 
vindicate, were I to ask them to render a verdict and 
enter up judgment here, for I have several other 
most interesting chapters to open and lay before 
them, with contents not less significant than those 
heretofore and now communicated. Perhaps I may 
require an interval for other avocations, of one or 
two numbers of your valuable journal, before I 
resume my pen. In the meantime permit me to bid 
you and your readers a respectful adieu. 

A Lover OF TRUTH AND JUSTICE. 
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New York Health Bill. 

On the Sth inst., Mr. Benepict intr duced into the Legisla- 
ture of New York an act for the preservation of the public 
health of New York, Kings and Richmond counties. It names 
Dr. Willard Parker, Elisha Harris, Elwood H. Davis, Thomas 
Tileston, Douglass Taylor, R. H. MeCurdy, of New York; Dr. 
S. L. Mason, James C. Hutchinson, Samuel 8. Powell and 8, 
P. Chittenden, of Kings, and Dr. Wm. C. Anderson and Mr. 
Francis G. Shaw, of Richmond county, together with the 

| Mayors of New York and Brooklyn, and the President of the 
Board of Supervisors of Richmond county, (ex-officio,) the 
Metropolitan Board of Health. 

They shall hold office for terms ranging from two to six 

years, and their successors shall be appointed for six years. 
! They shall appoint a physician as Superintendent of Pablic 
| Health, at a salary not exceeding $5.00), 

They shall also appoint one Health Inspector (a physician) 
for each ward and town, at salaries not exceeding $1,000 per 
annum. In other respects the bill is similar to the Health 

| Bill of 1862. 
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“Tt is earnestly to be hoped that some Suen We ype The summary of Senator Wimson’s bill, which you 
HE eee se'Paive not long | B1¥e, Contains nothing whatever as far as the eff 
ago given the weetd a practical lesson ie this ag yt | ciency of the corps is concerned, which has not been 
yan ina heen acme : in operation in this army for over a year. The 

organization of the ambulance corps is as complete, 
| instruction and drill as fully provided for and at- 

While duly appreciating the humanitarian spirit | tended to, as the provisions of the contemplated act 
of the article, from which I have quoted a few ex- | will attain to. Indeed the only striking difference 
tracts, and while your fearless aud independent | petween the bill and the present organization which 
course, in regard to matters that need reform, de-| has been in existence nearly two years, is that the 
serves the support and sympathy of all right-think- | pil provides for a Captain, as commander of a 
ing and patriotic men, in and out of the profession ; | division, while in our present organization that 
the language of your editorial, in my opinion, which | officer is a Lieutenant ; an immaterial difference, the 
agrees with that of others, and is based, not alone | odds being rather in favor of the present organiza- 
upon a theoretical but a practical knowledge of the | tion, which saves the difference of pay between a 
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workings of the ambulance system,in our army, 
conveys impressions and ideas to the reader, which 
are both incorrect and erroneous, and lead naturally 
to conclusions that are unjust. 


captain and first lieutenant, a point which Senator 
| Witson, who bears the reputation in the army as 
| holding very economical views regarding the pay 
and expenses of officers, has probably overlooked, 


** What do you think of our ambulance corps ?”? I | Otherwise the regulations of the proposed bill are so 
asked a highly intelligent gentleman, after he had | similar to those promulgated in order No. 85, of 
read the article in question, and who, being but a | August 24th, 1863, (which were previously in force 
short time in the army, is unacquainted with the | as far back as the summer of 1862,) and add so little 
system. | to the efficiency of the system, as it has been in 
‘Why, I should think, if there was such a thing | force, that it seems rather as if the bill had been 
as an ambulance corps, it must be, to say the least, | copied from those regulations and from the rules by 
in a very incomplete and inefficient state.”” This is ; which the corps has so far been governed. 
the impression, no doubt, which nearly every one of | The number of ambulances at present allowed in 
your thousands of readers, except those in the army, | this army is, of course, reduced in a corresponding 
received ; and which I consider it my duty to cor-| ratio as the regiments have been depleted. Still the 
rect, the more, because nothing can be more harm- | ratio is as high, as that in the proposed Dill, if not 
ful, and nothing has done more injury to public higher. The corps is officered and manned in the 
sentiment and patriotism, and, at times, has in-| same manner, the drivers and the attendants are 
flicted greater injustice on individuals, or classes of | drilled in their relative duties. They wear the broad 
individuals, than these false alarms raised from time green ribbon of their corps around cap or hat. The 
to time, well-intended in .most cases, but false | sergeants are mounted, as proposed in the bill, and 
alarms, notwithstanding, and accusations of abuse | have been for these eighteen months. There isa 
and inefliciency. lieutenant to each brigade, permanently detailed for 

It may be true that there is no /aw as yet upon our | that purpose, and a more intelligent, humane, faith- 


Congressional statutes, as regards the organization ful class of officers cannot be found in any army, 
of an ambulance corps, and people may look upon | then our ambulance officers. And there has been 
Senator Wi1son’s bill as the first step in that direc- | no march, since this army left Harrison’s Landing, 


tion, while, if I am allowed to speak bluntly, a } when medical officers with Hospital stewards have 


great deal of cheap talk may be indulged in by 
newspapers about “‘the third year of the war with 
no ambulance corps, etc., etc.” 
would be a hard one indeed, had he to wait always 
for legislative enactments before his wants could be 
attended to, or until it happened that some philan- 
thropic gentleman of the profession, like those of 
Boston, in the “third year of the war,’? suddenly 
bestirred themselves in pressing upon Senatorial at- 
tention the wants of the soldier. 

But fortunately Senator Wriison’s bill, and the 
well-intended movement of the Boston profession, 
came rather post festum. Fortunately ever since the 
second year of the war, military necessity, and the 
powers that govern the medical affairs and attend to 
the medical wants of the army, have quietly accom- 
plished that, which our worthy and eminent confréres 
of Boston, the international Congress of Geneva, and 


Senator Witson’s bill now intend to inaugurate, | 


with so much editorial éclat. 


The soldier’s fate | 


| not been detailed to, and accompanied, the ambu- 
lance trains. 

It is unnecessary for me to enter into any further 
lance corps in this army is any thing but recent, as 
implied in your editorial,—to show that proposed 
| Congressional action, humanitarian conventions, 
| and movements of the profession, and of the medi- 
| cal press, instead of taking the initiative in the 

establishment of an ambulance corps, are rather but 
giving their official, public and professional sanction 
| to a long-established fact. Do not understand me as 
| speaking discouragingly of their efforts. But while 
| I am ready to give due credit, even if it be but for 
| an intended good, permit me to say that it seems to 
me exceedingly unfair to blame a “ faster Surgeon- 
| General”? for inefficiencies, which are purely imagi- 
| nary. We have an ambulance corps, as complete 
and nearly perfect as possible, and what improve 
| ments can yet be added are not within the scope 


| 
| 
| 
| 





details, to show that the establishment of an ambu- 
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of legislative enactments or the Senne! General’s | 
office, but are merely incidental to the internal and 
personal discipline and morale of the corps. 

Will you allow me to modify the concluding para- | 
graph of your editorial, as quoted? If so, I would 


on — ~~ 


say: 

‘“ We are glad to inform our readers that a feasible | 
plan to give our army an ambulance corps has long 
ago been adopted and carried into effect. Thanks | 
to the ‘faithful, though unassuming labors of the 
medical men who have charge of our army, they 
have given to the world a practical lesson in civili- 
zation and humanity, mitigating the horrors of war, 
and though their successful efforts may have been 
unheralded by the press, and unseen by the public 
eye, their tree has borne fruit, when others are but 
beginning to plant the seed. Charity walketh in 
silence !? 

Indeed would it be astonishing, as well as dis- | 
graceful, were it otherwise. But still more aston- | 
ishing is it to see not a few of the professional | 
public in civil life so entirely ignorant of the medi- 
eal machinery of the army. This ignorance would 
be excusable if it remained quiescent. But should it 
not be rebuked when it reflects upon others ? 

ASSISTANT SURGEON, 3D CoRPS. 

CAMP NEAR BRANDY STATION, VA., 

January 21, 1864. 
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The Ambulance Corps. 


“There is scarcely any one want, in the army, that has 
been more keenly felt than that of a well-organized ambu- 
lance corps. | 

“Instead, however, of following his (Surg. Gen. Firxiry’s) 
reasonable suggestions, the bands were mustered ont, fifty 
medical cadets were appointed and assigned to hospitals—a 
faster Surseon-Gener al appointed, and we are yet without 
an ambulance corps !"°— 

“Recently an ambulance corps has been provided for the 
Army of the Potomac, Gen, Meade’s order No. 55, containing 
the plan of this ambulance corps, has not huppened to have 
fallen under our notice, ete. 


Assigned. 


Ass’t Surgeon R. W. Pease, U. S. V., has reported for duty 
at Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, and is assigned as | 
Medical Director, Cavalry Corps. | 

In addition to his duties as Surgeon in charge of Division | 
No. 3, General Hospital, Alexandria, Va., Surgeon E. Beutley, 
U.S. V., has been assigned to the Contraband and Claremoud 
Eruptive fever Hospitals, anu to Gen. Briggs’ command. 

Surgeon J. H. Baxter, U. ; has been assigned to duty 
with the Provost-Marshal-Ge neral, as Chief Medical Officer of 
his Bureau. 

Surgeon ©. F. H. Campbell, U. 8. V., 
leave, and been assigned to dat y as Surg 
sion, 18th Corps, Portsmouth, \V 

Surgeon Thomas Sim, U. S. vy, has reported for duty at | 
Baltimore, Md., and has been assigned to the Convalescent | 
Hospital, in that ¢ ity. 

Ass't Surgeon Geo. 8. Rose, U. 
duty as Attending Surgeon, at Fort os New Mexico. 

Surgeon Geo. S. Cc ourtright, U.S. V., has been assigned to 
duty at Fort Sumner, N. M. This post is situated on the 
Pecos River, aud is generally known as the “ Basque Re- | 
dondo.’ | 

Sargeon P. A. O’Connell, U. S. V., has been assigned to duty | 
as Medical Director, 9th Army Corps. 

Surgeon C. S. Wood, U.S. V., has been assigned to duty as 
Attending Surgeon, Camp U nion, Sacramento, California. 

Surgeon D. b. Sturgeon, U. 8. V., has been assigned to duty 
at Fort Craig, N. M. | 

Surgeon Wm, Varian, U. S. V., has returned from leave of | 


S. V. 


has returned from 
seon-in-Chief, 2d Divi- 


8. V., has been assigned to | 
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| absence, 
of Southwest Missouri, Springfield, Mo. 


| Surgeon-in-Chief, 2 


| Department, 
| Surgeon, 
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absence, and been pau to,duty at the General Field Hos- 
| pital, Bridgeport, Alabama. 

Ass't Surgeon Wm. Carroll, U. 8. V., has reported for duty 
at the Headquarters, Army of the Potomac, and has been as- 
signed to duty with Artillery Brigade, 2d Army Corps. 


Returned to Duty. 

Surgeon J. M. McNulty, U. 8. V., has returned from leave 
of absence, and resumed his duties’ as Medical Inspector, De- 
partment of New Mexico, at Santa Fe, N. M. 

Ass’t Surgeon C. 8S. De Graw, U.S. A., has reported for duty 
with Ist Battalion, 13th U. 8. Infantry, at Huntsville, Ala. 

Asst Surgeon William S. Ely, U. 8. V., has returned from 
leave of absence, and resumed his duties at Division No. 1, 
General Hospital, Annapolis, Md. 

Surgeon D. P. Smith, U. S. V.. has returned from leave of 
absence, and resumed charge of the General Hospital, Fairfax 
Seminary, Va. 

Surgeon S. B. Davis, U. S. V., has returned from leave of 
and resumed his duties as Medical Director, District 
from leave of 


Surgeon A. Crispell, U. 8. V., has returned 


abse. ce, and resumed his duties as Health Oflicer, Port Koyal, 


S.C. Surgeon Crispell is under orders for the Department of 
the East. 

Surgeon Adolf Majer, 0. S V., has visited Washington, 
D. C., on business connected with the Department of the In- 
terior, and has returned to his duties at Convalescent Camp, 
San Augustine, Fla. 


Changes, 

Surgeon J. G. Hatchitt, U , has been relieved from 
duty in Hospital at Knoxville, Tenn., and has reported at 
Headquarters, 23d Army Corps, in the field, for duty as Medi, 
cal Director of that Corps. 

Surgeon 8, A. Holman, U. 8. V., has relieved Surgeon Chas. 
O’Leary, as Medical Director, 6th Army Corps, Army of the 


| Potomac. 


has relieved Surgeon J. H. 
19th Army Corps, De- 


Surgeon E F. Sanger, U.S. V., 
Rauch, U.S. V., as Medical Director, 
partment of the Gulf. 

Surgeon E. W. Thurm, U. S. V., has been transferred, as 
Surgeon-iu-Chief, from the Ist to the 3d Brigade, 3d Division, 
Jith Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland, 

Surgeon A. F. Sheldon, U. 8. V., has relieved Surgeon J. H. 
3axter, U.S. V., in charge of the Campbell Hospital, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Surgeon B. A. Clements, 
geon J, W. 8. Gouley, U. 8. 
tal, Central Park, ' & # 

Ass’t Surgeon Frank Reynolds, U. 8. V., has been relieved 
as Medical inspector, 34 Avmy Corps, and assigned to duty as 
d Brigade, Horse Artillery, Cavalry Corps, 
Army of the Potomac, 


Amended Orders. 

Paragraph 39, of Special Orders No. 41, January 27th, 1864, 
from the War Department, conveuing a board of ollicers at 
Fort Schuyler, N. Y¥., has been revoked. 

The order assigniug Ass’t Surgeon J. W. Applegate to duty 
at Sun Augustine, Fla., has been countermanded, and he has 
been ordered to report to the Chief Medical Officer, Morris 
Island, 8. C. 


U.S. A., has relieved Ass’t Sur- 
A., in charge of General Hospi- 


Ordered for Examination. 

Surgeon F, H. Gross, U. 8. V., Medical Director, 14th Corps, 
on sick leave, at Pittsburg, Pa., has been ordered before the 
Board for the Examination of Sick Oilicers, at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

Leave of Absence. 

The leave of absence granted Surgeon J. R. Ludlow, U.S. V., 
in Special Orders No. 3, January Sth, 1864, from Headquar- 
ters, Department of the Gulf, has been extended forty days, 
on Surgeons’ certificate of disability. 

Permission to visit Washington City, in order to attend to 
the settlement of public business connected with the Medical 

12th Maine Vols., of which he was formerly 
has been granted Surgeon J. a Thompson, U.S. V. 

Ass’t Surgeon G. M. Sternberg, U. S. A., Assistant Medical 
Director, Department of the Gulf, has received @ leave of 
absence for twenty days. 

Surgeon D. J. McKibben, U. S. V., 


v., 


is on leave of absence at 


| Ashland, Pa. 


Surgeon N. P. Rice, U. 8. is on sick leave in New York 


| City. 


Resigned. 

Dr. M. E. Shaw, Ass’t Surgeon of the 89th Regiment, N. Y. 
Vols., in active service on Folly Island, S. C., has resigned in 
consequence of physical disability. His resignation has been 
accepted. 

The resignations of the following officers have been ac- 
cepted by the President, to take effect from the dates set oppo- 
site their respective names :— 

Hospital Chaplain W. W. Reese, U. 8S. A., Feb’y 15, 1864. 

Hospital Chaplain Wm. Wilson, U. 8S. A., Jan’y 29, 1864. 
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“Discharged. 

Ass’t Surgeon W. V. Cowan, 34th Ohio Vols., has been hon- 
orably discharged the service of the United States, to accept | 
& new cominission 

Surgeon Geo. F. Woodward, 13th New York Cavalry, hav- 
ing tendered his resignation, is honorably discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States, with condition that he shall receive 
no final payments until he has satisfied the Pay Department 
that he is not indebted to the Government. 

Surgeon Wm. Estep, 126th Ohio Vols., has been honorably 
discharged the service of the United States, on account of 
physical disability, with condition that he shall receive no 
final payments until he has satisfied the Pay Department that 
he is not indebted to the Government. 

Hospital Steward Frederick Devine has been discharged the 
service of the United States tor worthlessness. 


Dismissed, 

Ass’t Surgeon Coridon Morrow, 43d Ohio Vols. (published 
Officially January 11, 1864), having failed to appear before the 
Military Commission, instituted ‘by Special Orders No 53, 
series of 1863, from the War Department, within the pre- 
scribed time, the President directs that he be dieminced the 
service of the United States, to date November 2d, 1863. 


Hospitals. 
Several of the large general hospitals at Memphis, 
are being evacuated. 
A new general hospital Has been established at Pulaski, 
Tenn. 


Tenn., 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
BF Correspondents will please notice our reiterated re- 
quest to give their full address in their communications to 
us. Our correspondence is very extensive, and it is neces- 
sary for us always to know the Town, County and Stare 
Srom whence their letters ure sent. 


Dr. N. B. T., Penn’a.—Ellis’ Medical Formulary and the 
United States Pharmacopwia were mailed to you on the 6ih 
inst. The balance due is 75 cts. 

Dr. M. L. M., Mich.—Barclay’s Medical Diagnosis was 
mailed to you ou the 6th inst. The balance due thereon is 
25 oe. 

. W. C. C., Me.—Barclay’s Medical Diagnosis, Miller's 
Practice of Surgery, and Neiligan’s Skin Diseases were ex- 
pressed to you on the 6th inst. The balance due thereon is 
60 cts. 

Dr. 8S. G. S., Pa.—Rigby’s Female Diseases, and What to 
Observe at ce were mailed to you on the 6th inst. 

Dr. J. W. G., Pa.—Ellis’ Medical Formulary was mailed to 
you on the ath inst. 

Dr. Hf. &., J.—Barclay’s Medical Diagnosis was mailed 
to you on the vith inst. The balance due thereon, on account 
of the increase in price since the first of January, is 2 

Dr. J. C. D , Ohio.—slade on Diphtheria was mailed to you 
on the 6th inst. 

Dr. 8. C. 


2 CLs, 


Cc. W., N. ¥.—The United States Pharmacopw@ia was 
mailed to you on the 6th inst. 

Dr. C. H., Ohio.—Flint on the Heart and the Physical Ex- 
ploration of the Chest were expressed to you on the 6th inst. 

D,. J. H. S., Iowa.—Hamilton on Fractures and Disloca- 
tions was mailed to you on the 6th inst. 

Dr. W. V0. B., Ohio.—Dixon on the Eye was mailed to you 
on the 6th inst. 

Dr. J. E., Pa —Wilson on Diseases of the Skin was mailed 
to you on the 6th inst. 

Dr. H. M. S., N. J.—The United States Pharmacopeia was 
mailed to you on the 6th inst. 

Dr. C. C. V’A. C., Md.—The price of Dr. Dio Lewis’ work 
on Weak Lungs and how to make them strong is $1.25. 

Dr. W. K. U., Ohio.—Domestic bleached skeletons can be 
had for $20, not articulated; or, $30 to $35, wired. 

Dr. J. y., Pa.—We have not seen Walter S. Wells’ 
“‘ Hospital Reporter,”’ and think it was never issued. The in- 
ducements tu start new publications have been very small the 
past three years, with paper at 
increase on printing bills of 25 to 3) per cent. ! 

Dr. W. 0. B., Ohio. —Wilson’s *‘ Portraits of Diseases of the 
Skin’ is not re-published in this country. 
London, at a cost of about $120. 
—— is $1.25. 

C. M., Maine.—The descrepancy in paging between 
Nos, 306 and 307 was an error of the printers. Pages 493 to 
600 are advertising pages. 


MARRIED. 


Bapeer—Crossy.—In New York, on Thursday, Jan. 21, at 
the Church of the Ensernation, by Rev. P. S. Chauncey, D. D., 
Wm. Badger, M. D., U.S. A. , and Miss Mary Emily, daughter 
of the late Rev. A. H. had wad 

Danigis—Carver.—On the 3d inst., by the Rev. J. H. Ken- 
nard, Wm. H. Daniels, M. D., and Miss Hannah C. Carver, 
both of this city. 
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BorGess.—In Wareham, Mass., Jan. 5. Dr. Burgess, 

Mrier.—On Tuesday, Feb, 2, Carl Theodore Meier, 
aged 53 years. 

Smitu.—At Hyde Hark, on Tuesday morning, Alexander q. 
Smith, M. D. 

Coxpict.—Sndde aly, in Jersey City, on Sunday, Feb, 7th, 
Silas L. Condict, M. in the 59h year of his ag 

MILLER.—At Pine’ s Bridge, Westchester ounty, N. Y., on 
Monday morning, Feb. 8, Benjamin D. Miller, M. Dd. » in .the 
45th year of his age. 

Tce«ner.—In New York, on Monday morning, 
Ticknor Tarner, only surviving child of A. H. Turner, 
aged 19 years, 9 months and 12 days. 
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METEOROLOGY. 


February .. 


Wind seecconnes . N. EL 
Rain, 
Dense 


Fog. 


Depth Rain... 
Thermometer 
Minimum 


5-10 
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& 8B Benne 
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MORTALITY. 


Week ending 
February 8. 
Week ending 
Fe i 


Boston, 


New York. 


Philadelphia. 


Week endin 


February 





Popl’n, (estimated.) 620,000 180,000 | 
Mortality. 

Male 

Female.. 

Adults.. 

Under 15 years. 

Under 2 years 


1,000,000 249,000 





Deaths in 100, 000... 
American 
Foreign.. 





Zymotic Diseasgs. 

Cholera, Asiatic..... 
Cholera Infantum ..| 
Cholera Morbus.....| 


Diarrhea... 
Diphtheria 
Dysentery. 
Erysipels LS... } 
Fever, Intermittent 
Fever, Remittent... 
Fever, Scarlet........ 
Fever, Ty phoid ove 
Fever, Typhus....... 


> DORM eee OD 


i 





Hooping-cough. 
Influenza.. 
Measles..... 
Small Pox 
Syphilis.. 
Thrush... 
Sporapic Sunesee 
Albuminuria 
Apoplexy.... 
Consumption.. 
Convulsions. 
Dropsy .. 
Gun- shot. Wounds.. 
| Intemperance........ 
| Marasmus 
| Pleurisy ... 
| Pneumonia. - 

Puerperal Fever... 
| Scrofula 

Violence and Acc’ ts 


* Under 5 years. 
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